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What is PsycINFO?

• PsycINFO is a database from the American Psychological 
Association (APA.)  It provides access to international literature in 
psychology, cognitive science, and related disciplines. Coverage
is from 1840-present.

• Included are citations and abstracts for over 1,800 professional
journals, books, chapters, reports, theses and dissertations, 
published internationally. This material is indexed by Descriptors 
(subject headings.)

• Many journal articles are available online (full-text) while many 
others are available in print owned by the UCSD libraries. (Some
journals are available in both formats.) 

• Many books and chapters are owned by the UCSD libraries. 
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What is PsycARTICLES?

• PsycARTICLES is a full-text database from the American 
Psychological Association. It provides the full-text of articles from 
53 journals. Coverage begins in 1985, unless otherwise noted. 

• PsycARTICLES does not index by Descriptors (subject headings) 
however, the journals are indexed by Descriptors in PsycINFO; 
therefore, search PsycINFO to retrieve results from both 
databases. 

• You can search by author, title, keywords or browse specific 
issues of journals in PsycARTICLES. 
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Identify your concepts: gender differences and language development. 
(Fill in #2 on your PsycINFO Database Worksheet.)

Let’s begin by looking up the concept gender differences in the online
Thesaurus of Psychological Index Terms. If you prefer a print copy of the 
Thesaurus, it is located at SSH Reference Desk BF 31 T45.

EXAMPLE PAPER TOPIC: 
Are there gender differences in language development? 
(Fill in #1 on your PsycINFO Database Worksheet.)
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THESAURUS LOOK UPS

According to the thesaurus for the term Gender Differences Use Instead Human 
Sex Differences. This is your first Descriptor.  
(Fill in #3 on your PsycINFO Database Worksheet.) 

Next search language development in the thesaurus; type it in the thesaurus find 
box. 
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THESAURUS LOOK UPS

According to the thesaurus language development is a Descriptor. 
(Fill in #3 on your PsycINFO Database Worksheet.) 

Descriptor searching is more precise than keyword searching, but if your term is not listed 
as a descriptor, search your term as a keyword. You can conduct searches using both 
descriptors and keywords. 

Now that you have your descriptors you are ready to conduct your Advanced Search. 
Return to the already opened PsycINFO window and click on Advanced Search.

Note: If your research topic includes a population such as
children, adults, etc. review slides #7-10.



7

POPULATION FIELD CODE

NOTE: If your research topic includes a population such as children, adults, etc. do not 
search the thesaurus; instead check the Field Code Population. To see the entire list of Field 
Codes, click on the Quick Search button, then click on the small blue i button located 
beside the database name. This small blue i button is an information button. 
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Click on Field Codes. 

POPULATION FIELD CODE
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POPULATION FIELD CODE

Click on PO=Population
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POPULATION FIELD CODE

For children, use Childhood; for adults, use Adulthood, etc. 
(Fill in #4 on your PsycINFO Database Worksheet.)

Now that you have your descriptors and your population you are ready to conduct 
your Advanced Search. Return to the already opened PsycINFO window and click on 
Advanced Search.
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Select Descriptors (DE=) from the first drop-down menu and type in human sex differences.  
Select Descriptors (DE=) from the second drop-down menu and type in language 
development.  
Limit to Journal Articles Only. 
Click on Search.

ADVANCED SEARCH
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Your search has produced 147 results.
The short version of the records are 
displayed.

RESULTS

TI (Title of the journal article)

SO (Source: title of the journal that 
contains your journal article )

AU (Author(s) of the 
journal article)



13

VIEW RECORD

Record #2 - View Record allows you to see the full record which includes the various field 
codes such as abstract (summary), publication type, population, descriptors, etc. that 
were assigned to the record.

Abstract (summary)

Publication Type

Population

Descriptors

Note: Look at the Descriptors for other possible Descriptors to search.
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Journal article: 
• If the journal article is available online (full-text) you will be linked to the article. 
• If the journal article is not available online, check the ROGER Catalog to find out if the UCSD 

libraries owns the journal in print.
• If the library does not own the journal, request the journal article through Interlibrary Loan.

Book:
• Most books are not yet available online; however, check the ROGER Catalog to find out if the 

UCSD libraries owns a copy of the book. 

Book Chapter:
• Most book chapters are not yet available online; however, check the ROGER Catalog to find out if 

the UCSD libraries owns a copy of the book that contains your book chapter.  

Dissertations:
• Full-text University of California (UC) dissertations from 1997-present and abstracts for all other 

dissertations from 1980-present are included in the Digital Dissertations database. For a dissertation 
from an institution outside of the UC, check the ROGER Catalog to find out if the library owns a 
copy. If not owned by the UCSD Libraries, request it through Interlibrary Loan.  
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LOCATING JOURNAL ARTICLES

Record #2 - Click on the UC-eLinks button to find out if the article is available online or 
owned by the library. 
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LOCATING JOURNAL ARTICLES

A UC-eLinks window opens and there is a full-text link available for this particular journal 
article, click on the link. 
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LOCATING JOURNAL ARTICLES

Another window opens; look for the PDF link. In this case, scroll down the 
page to find it. Click on the PDF radio button and click on the Request 
Document button. 
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LOCATING JOURNAL ARTICLES

Another window opens with the full-text of the journal article. Note: You may print or email 
this document. For sending links through email, be sure you’ve set up remote access via 
the proxy server.
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LOCATING JOURNAL ARTICLES

Record #59 - Click on the UC-eLinks button to find out if the article is available online or 
owned by the library.
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LOCATING JOURNAL ARTICLES

A UC-eLinks window opens and there is a full-text link available for this 
particular journal article. This article is available from the PsycARTICLES 
database, click on the link. 
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LOCATING JOURNAL ARTICLES

Another window opens with the full-text of the journal article. Note: You may print or 
email this document. For sending links through email, be sure you’ve set up remote 
access via the proxy server. 
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LOCATING JOURNAL ARTICLES

Record #34 - Click on the UC-eLinks button to find out if the article is available online or 
owned by the library.
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LOCATING JOURNAL ARTICLES

A UC-eLinks window opens and there isn’t a full-text link available. Click on the 
link  “See if UCSD owns this. Check the UCSD Libraries ROGER catalog.”
to find out if the library owns this journal in print.  
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LOCATING JOURNAL ARTICLES

A ROGER window opens. The SSH (Social Sciences and Humanities) Library does own 
the journal in print beginning with the year 1955. The call number is BF 21 P843.
In addition to the call number, remember to write/print the citation information from 
PsycINFO. In this case we need Vol. 84(2), Apr 1999, pp. 467-476. 
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LOCATING JOURNAL ARTICLES

Record #3 - Click on the UC-eLinks button to find out if the article is available online or 
owned by the library. 
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LOCATING JOURNAL ARTICLES

A UC-eLinks window opens and there isn’t a full-text link available. Click on the link  
“See if UCSD owns this. Check the UCSD Libraries ROGER catalog.” to find out if 
the library owns this journal in print.  
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LOCATING JOURNAL ARTICLES

A ROGER window opens. The library does not own the journal in print,  therefore, 
request the journal article through Interlibrary Loan. Return to the UC-eLinks window 
to submit your request.  
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LOCATING JOURNAL ARTICLES

Click on the link to submit your Interlibrary Loan Request.  
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PsycINFO TIPS
• PsycINFO includes journal articles, books, chapters, reports, theses and dissertations, 

published internationally. Coverage is from 1840-present. This material is indexed by 
Descriptors (subject headings.)

• PsycARTICLES does not index by Descriptors (subject headings) however, the journals are 
indexed by Descriptors in PsycINFO; therefore, search PsycINFO to retrieve results from 
both databases. 

• Some journal articles are available online (full-text); others are owned by the library in print; 
and still others are not owned by the library, but you may request them through Interlibrary 
Loan.   

• Most books and book chapters are not yet available online; however, check the ROGER 
Catalog to find out if the UCSD libraries owns a copy of the book. If not owned by the library, 
you may request it through Interlibrary Loan. 

• Full-text University of California (UC) dissertations from 1997-present and abstracts for all 
other dissertations from 1980-present are included in the Digital Dissertations database. For 
a dissertation from an institution outside of the UC, check the ROGER Catalog to find out if 
the library owns a copy. If not owned by the UCSD Libraries, request it through Interlibrary 
Loan.

• For further assistance, stop by the SSHL Reference Desk or contact Alice Perez at 
ajperez@ucsd.edu


