
 
 
 
 
 
The PsycINFO database provides access to international literature in psychology, cognitive science, and 
related disciplines. Coverage is from 1806-present. Includes citations and abstracts to journal articles, books, 
book chapters, reports, theses, and dissertations. Over 2,000 journal titles are indexed.  Many full-text articles 
are available online. PsycINFO is a department of the American Psychological Association.  
 
From the Social Sciences and Humanities Library webpage (sshl.ucsd.edu) click on Databases A-Z, click on 
the letter P, and click on PsycINFO.  
 
Advanced Search  
You may search by Keywords, Author, Title, Descriptors, etc. For searches on a topic you may search by 
Keyword or Descriptor.  
 
Advanced Search by Keywords  
If your Keyword search retrieves a large number of results, look at the Descriptors of the relevant records. 
Conduct another search using these Descriptors.  
 
Advanced Search by Descriptors 
Descriptor searches are more precise than Keyword searches. To identify Descriptors (subject headings) for 
your topic, check your terms in the online Thesaurus (link to Thesaurus is located at the bottom of the 
screen.)  
 
Note: If your topic or terms are not listed as Descriptors, search as Keywords. You can also conduct searches 
using both Descriptors and Keywords.  
 
 



  

 

Online journal article: 
• If the journal article is available 

online (full-text), a link will be 
provided.  

 
RefWorks [UCSD Only] 
RefWorks is a web-based bibliographic service that enables users to collect, create, and manage citations. 
PsycINFO allows users to easily export their citations into RefWorks. First time users will need to set up an 
individual account. RefWorks is available from the Databases A-Z list. 

Print journal article, book or dissertation: 
• If the journal article is not available 

online, click the ROGER Catalog link 
to find out if the UCSD Libraries owns 
the journal.  

• Most books are not yet available 
online; therefore, click the ROGER 
Catalog link to find out if the UCSD 
Libraries owns the book.  

• Full-text University of California (UC) 
dissertations from 1996-present are 
included in the Dissertations & Theses 
database.  

If the UCSD Libraries does not own the journal 
article, book, or dissertation:  

• Request the item through Interlibrary 
Loan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further assistance, ask at the Social Sciences and Humanities Library Reference Desk.  
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